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FURTHER READING AND 
WEB SITES

BOOKS
Bloomfield, Louis A. How Things Work: The Physics of Everyday 

Life, 3rd ed. New York: Wiley, 2005. This exceptional college-
level text explains the physics behind a wide variety of every-
day phenomena.

Bova, Ben. The Story of Light. Naperville, Ill.: Sourcebooks, 2001. 
Written by a prominent author of science books and science 
fiction novels, this book covers all the technological and scien-
tific aspects of the subject.

Calle, Carlos I. Superstrings and Other Things: A Guide to Physics. 
Bristol: Institute of Physics, 2001. This book explains the laws 
and principles of physics in a clear and accessible manner.

Clegg, Brian. Light Years and Time Travel: An Exploration of Man-
kind’s Enduring Fascination with Light. New York: Wiley, 2001. 
A fascinating chronicle of the history of attempts to understand 
the nature of light.

Harbison, James P. and Robert E. Nahory. Lasers: Harnessing the 
Atom’s Light. New York: Scientific American Library, 1998. A 
readable and enjoyable introduction to the world of lasers.

Hecht, Jeff. Optics: Light for a New Age. New York: Charles Scrib-
ner’s Sons, 1987. Written by an expert, this book introduces 
young adults to the science and technology of light.
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Hubel, David H. Eye, Brain, and Vision. New York: Scientific 
American Library, 1988. An excellent and accessible book on 
the physiology of the visual system, written by one of the most 
noted vision researchers of the 20th century.

Kirkland, Kyle, and Sean M. Grady. Optics: Illuminating the Power 
of Light. New York: Facts On File, 2006. This book, intended 
for young adults, concentrates on the visible portion of the elec-
tromagnetic spectrum. It includes information on the history of 
optics, optical instruments and their construction, lasers, fiber 
optics, the visual system, and how the frontiers of optics are 
advancing scientific knowledge in biology, chemistry, astron-
omy, and physics.

Suplee, Curt. The New Everyday Science Explained. Washington 
D.C.: National Geographic Society, 2004. This richly illus-
trated book provides concise scientific answers to some of the 
most basic questions about people and nature.

WEB SITES
American Institute of Physics. “Physics Success Stories.” Available 

online. URL: http://www.aip.org/success/. Accessed on August 
11, 2006. Examples of how the study of physics has impacted 
society and technology.

American Physical Society. “Physics Central.” Available online. 
URL: http://www.physicscentral.com/. Accessed on August 11, 
2006. A collection of articles, illustrations, and photographs 
explaining physics and its applications, and introducing some 
of the physicists who are advancing the frontiers of physics even 
further.

Arecibo Observatory homepage. Available online. URL: http://
www.naic.edu/. Accessed on August 11, 2006. News and infor-
mation on one of the most prominent radio observatories in 
the world.

California Energy Commission. “The Energy Story: Chapter 15, 
Solar Energy.” Available online. URL: http://www.energyquest.
ca.gov/story/chapter15.html. Accessed on August 11, 2006. 
Part of a book describing the methods of producing energy 



and their impact on the world, this chapter discusses obtaining 
and transforming the energy in sunlight.

Exploratorium: The Museum of Science, Art and Human Per-
ception. Available online. URL: http://www.exploratorium.
edu/. Accessed on August 11, 2006. An excellent Web resource 
containing much information on the scientific explanations of 
everyday things.

Federal Communications Commission. “Wireless.” Available 
online. URL: http://www.fcc.gov/cgb/cellular.html. Accessed 
on August 11, 2006. From the United States government 
agency charged with regulating communications, this Web 
page answers some of the frequency asked questions about cell 
phones. There are also links to other informative pages on wire-
less communication.

HowStuffWorks, Inc., homepage. Available online. URL: http://
www.howstuffworks.com/. Accessed on August 11, 2006. Con-
tains a large number of articles, generally written by knowl-
edgeable authors, explaining the science behind everything 
from computers to satellites.

Missile Defense Agency homepage. Available online. URL: http://
www.mda.mil. Accessed on August 11, 2006. News and infor-
mation on missile defense, including the use of lasers to destroy 
missiles in flight.

National Aeronautics and Space Administration. Imagine the Uni-
verse. “Electromagnetic Spectrum.” Available online. URL: 
http://imagine.gsfc.nasa.gov/docs/introduction/emspectrum.
html. Accessed on August 11, 2006. A richly illustrated intro-
duction to the spectrum of electromagnetic radiation.

———. “James Webb Space Telescope.” Available online. URL: 
http://www.jwst.nasa.gov/. Accessed on August 11, 2006. Infor-
mation on the development of the next generation space tele-
scope.

———. “Space Optics.” Available online. URL: http://optics.nasa.
gov/index.html. Accessed on August 11, 2006. Descriptions of 
the various optical projects and technologies at NASA.

Nave, Carl R. “HyperPhysics Concepts.” Available online. URL: 
http://hyperphysics.phy-astr.gsu.edu/hbase/hph.html. Accessed 
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on August 11, 2006. This comprehensive resource for students 
offers illustrated explanations and examples of the basic con-
cepts of all the branches of physics, including light and vision.

Space Telescope Science Institute. “Hubble Space Telescope.” 
Available online. URL: http://hubblesite.org/. Accessed on 
August 11, 2006. This site contains information on the Hubble 
Space Telescope, along with plenty of breathtaking images of gal-
axies, nebulas, planets, and other astronomical bodies.

Vaccaro, Chris. “Understanding Weather Radar.” Available 
online. URL: http://www.usatoday.com/weather/wearadar.htm. 
Accessed on August 11, 2006. This Web page explains how peo-
ple gather weather information using radar.

Very Large Array (VLA) homepage. Available online. URL: http://
www.vla.nrao.edu/. Accessed on August 11, 2006. News and 
information on the array of radio telescopes, located in New 
Mexico, which provide excellent resolution of radio sources in 
the sky.

Web Exhibits. “Colors: Why Things are Colored.” Available 
online. URL: http://webexhibits.org/causesofcolor/index.html. 
Accessed on August 11, 2006. A thorough examination, with 
many examples, of the causes of color.


